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Since before the time of the pyramids, over 8000 years ago, 

falconry as a hunting method has retained an unbroken thread 

of tradition.

Fathers have been passing down skills to their children for 

nearly 200 generations, bringing this art to us in the 21st

century.





Falconry is traditional Hunting Art 

Art of hunting with trained birds of prey
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IAF is worldwide falconers 
representation

IAF was established on October 14th 1967



The world of falconry



Falconer working at airport





FALCONRY AND FALCONERS AS PIONEERS IN 

SUSTAINABLE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AS A 

CONSERVATION TOOL

•Sustainable use of wild raptors has been at the core of the 

basic practice of falconry for millennia 

•Falconry is the hunting of wild quarry in their natural habitat 

with trained raptors - by definition it requires sustainable, intact 

healthy ecosystems

•Falconry contributes to Biological Diversity

•Falconers have been pioneers in Sustainable Use
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Sustainable use is the 

use of Wildlife associated 

with a process aimed at 

ensuring that the use can 

be continued indefinitely



In 1228 Frederic II, Holy Roman Emperor’s passion for falconry 

led to his book, De Arte Venandi cum Avibus which answered 

ornithological questions and began a systematic approach to 

natural sciences based on experiment. His achievements were 

great and he left a lasting influence on conservation.



The Loo hawking Club is the first to ring and release catched



California Condor was extint, now being released. Aplomado Falcon – studied, 
released monitored. Species systematically released to restore wild populations 
include Bald Eagle, Bat Falcon, Harpy Eagle, Madagascar Fish Eagle, Mauritius 
Kestrel, Orange-breasted Falcon, etc. PF funded studies on diclofenc. 





• Successful falconer-led Peregrine breeding and reintroduction projects 

in USA, Germany, Poland and other countries, have proved the 

falconer’s expertise and commitment to sustainable wild populations

• Falconers and their methods have been used to save many other bird 

species worldwide

• Since 1970 the Peregrine Fund, the biggest falconer led organization in 

the world, has hatched and raised 20 species of rare birds, pioneering 

propagation and release techniques to restore wild populations

• The German falconry club, the DFO, has even been afforded 

government recognition as an official conservation organisation

Falconry techniques 

ensure birds 

released can hunt 

for themselves and 

survive to breed



Leading American Falconers formed the 

North American Grouse Partnership 15 

years ago to protect native grouse and their 

habitats, working on national conservation 

policy and habitat improvement.

The mortality of fledged WILD peregrines is 50-

70% in their first year. American harvest of 

peregrines for falconry is less than 1% of the 

annual wild population production. The US Fish 

& Wildlife Service, in peer-reviewed 

publications, state that with a harvest below 5%, 

the effect on population is too small to even 

scientifically measure.

Falconry is strictly 

regulated in North 

America, at the 

insistence of the North 

American Falconers 

Association. There is NO 

black market in raptors 

in America.



Falconry is practiced in South Africa, 

Zimbabwe and, most recently, 

Namibia. In this region, falconers have a

sustainable harvest of wild raptors sustainable harvest of wild raptors 

based on consultation with conservation based on consultation with conservation 

authorities.authorities.

As a result:

• Falconers are fully engaged at all stages of 

conservation management  to ensure that there is 

effective conservation of the resource

• There is minimal legal trading and NO illegal 

trade in falconry raptors

• The wild harvest is seen as a considerable 

privilege by falconers and this promotes 

mechanisms which ensure good animal welfare 

standards and a high standard of falconry practice



Heather moorland is a unique upland habitat, with 

international conservation priority, and providing key 

ecosystem servicing through substantial natural sinks 

and stores of water and carbon. 75% of the world’s 

heather moorland is in Britain, but 25% of this special 

habitat has been lost since the 1950s.

Much of Britain’s heather moorland 

is sustained through grouse 

shooting, but in areas where this is 

not sustainable or desirable, the 

unique habitat is threatened from 

neglect, over-grazing, afforestation, 

disturbance and neglect.



Grouse hawking is a low impact 

‘green fieldsport’, with minimal 

hunting take, low disturbance, 

and no demand for big bags 

through intense management.

Falconry therefore provides 

important additional income from 

visitors (from all of Europe and 

beyond) paying to enjoy the low-

impact art of grouse hawking, 

protecting those moors which 

might be otherwise unsustainable.

British Falconers’ Club members have a 15+ 

year alliance with the North York Moors 

National Park: Levisham Moor is leased for 

low-take falconry, in return for sustainable 

habitat management and conservation. 



Restoration of the Restoration of the HoubaraHoubara Bustard,Bustard,

the largest singlethe largest single--species project everspecies project ever

• 40 000 Houbara released in projects led by the Environmental 

Agency of Abu Dhabi in the past year and aiming for an annual target 

of 50 000

• Falconer sponsored projects in Qatar also produced 1 050 chicks in 

2013 with long term plans for an annual 15 000

• These projects involve local communities and youth education

• They are addressing poaching, habitat degradation and 

uncontrolled hunting

When he launched the programme to conserve the 

Houbara bustard, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 

Nahyan said: 

“It is important that we come together to secure the 

future for our children and the world they will inherit from 

us. It is truly said that we borrow from the world from our 

children and hold it in trust for them.”



The National Falconry The National Falconry 

Traditions of Traditions of 

Turkmenistan are a Turkmenistan are a 

model for Sustainable model for Sustainable 

UseUse

Nests are monitored Nests are monitored 

and protected by and protected by 

generations of generations of 

falconers and falconers and 

nowadays all nowadays all 

information is shared information is shared 

with the Ministry of with the Ministry of 

Nature Protection.Nature Protection.

Falcons are always Falcons are always 

released back to the released back to the 

wild near to the wild near to the 

original nest after 4 or original nest after 4 or 

5 years cooperation.5 years cooperation.

Traditional prey is the Traditional prey is the 

hare and hunting is hare and hunting is 

practiced mostly by practiced mostly by 

shepherds in desert shepherds in desert 

areas, on the move areas, on the move 

while travelling to while travelling to 

distant pastures.distant pastures.

Falconry is officially Falconry is officially 

recognizer as one of recognizer as one of 

the most important the most important 

conservation and conservation and 

research actions for research actions for 

the  protection of the  protection of 

SakerSaker Falcons in the Falcons in the 

Red data Book of Red data Book of 

TurkmenistanTurkmenistan



The perpetuation of 

traditional falconry maintains 

a link between man, wildlife 

and nature.

In other eagle traditions 

young eagles are taken for 

preference. They are hunted 

for a year or two and then, 

when they have reached 

breeding age, they are 

released back into the area 

from which they came.

Traditional Knowledge is being 

increasingly recognized as a potential 

indicator of the conservation status of 

a species.

In some areas of Central Asia, the Eagle 

Masters act as sentinels, recognizing 

population trends. They teach good 

husbandry, which is important because 

the eagle can be with them for 25 – 40 

years.





Falconers have daily contact with members of the public with whom they 

interact: farmers, farm labourers, pigeon fanciers etc., all have an impact 

on raptors, prey species and environment

Educating young people leads to public awareness, not only in their 

generation, but they in turn educate their parents and those around them

The school link programme is important part of the Mongolian project.



Saker Falcon Falco cherrug
Global Action Plan (GAP)

The saker ranges across 80 range states, with varying 

population stability

The Saker is widely used in falconry, and is important for 

traditional falconers in Central Asia and in the Arabic 

world 

IAF is an active member of the Saker Task Force created 

at  11th CMS COP

The Saker GAP recognizes sustainable use as one of the 

key elements in Saker conservation.

In Mongolia the UAE funded “A thousand nest” project 

showed the numbers of breeding birds can be increased 

significantly  

The IAF funded firstof three flagship projects - the 

Online Information Portal - this involves monitoring and 

measurement of the use of Sakers by falconers and is in 

cooperation with UNEP, BirdLife and IUCN



In Turkey, trapping and flying a first year 

sparrowhawk at migratory quail is one of 

the great falconry traditions 

The trapping method is intricate and 

fascinating 

It is a rapid process; the quail and 

sparrowhawks arrive together and the 

hunting season is thus very short, just a few 

weeks. At the end of the hunting season the 

hawk is released back to nature

This epitomizes the tradition of sustainable 

use of both quarry and hawk and requires 

considerable field-craft

Its practitioners are intimately involved in 

nature and important sentinels to change. 

It reinforces that essential symbiosis 

between man, raptor and nature which is 

the essence of Falconry















The World Conservation Congress, at its session in Hawai‘i, United States of America, 1-10 September 

2016:

1. CALLS UPON governmental bodies and power companies to work together and to ensure that all new 

and where possible existing power infrastructure complies with measures to prevent bird electrocution 

and collision;

2. RECOMMENDS the use of available multi-language guidance adopted by CMS COP10, AEWA MOP5 

and CMS Raptors MoU MOS1, as well as BirdLife International's sensitivity mapping and guidance on 

this issue;

3.URGES adequate environmental assessments (Strategic Environmental Assessment – SEA, 

Environmental Impact Assessment – EIA) for any planned electricity infrastructure to avoid sensitive 

areas and to identify, and mitigate through location, bird-safe design and construction measures, 

potential electrocution and collision impacts on birds;

4. FURTHER CALLS UPON responsible financial institutions to adopt appropriate policies to ensure that 

power companies are required to minimise impacts on birds through planning to select appropriate 

locations, to implement adequate EIAs, to utilise safe designs and to employ effective monitoring as 

part of the terms of funding;

5. FURTHER CALLS UPON research institutions to develop methods and designs to mitigate the impacts 

of such incidents on migrating birds and assess these methods and designs appropriately;

6. URGES relevant governmental bodies, power companies, financial institutions and other 

stakeholders to liaise with each other, and with the Secretariat and Energy Task Force of the CMS to 

ensure that existing and planned infrastructure which is harmful to birds is identified and is subject to 

urgent remediation, which has no adverse ramifications for other wildlife, with monitoring, including 

monitoring of vulnerable species at national and international level, to measure effectiveness; and

7. COMMENDS countries and organizations, including power utilities, which are funding research and 

implementing remediation measures.







Contributions of Falconers to 

Conservation

•Falconers are, as a group, “outdoors people” and 

“naturalists” with an involvement in the natural 

environment, a passion for raptors and respect and interest 

in quarry species   

•Falconers, have contributed to Conservation well beyond 

minimal efforts of sustainable users  

•Conservation can be described as “The Wise and Prudent 

Management of Biological Diversity within the Natural 

Environment.” –falconry exemplifies and embraces this 

concept



Contributions of Falconers to 

Conservation

•Formal Scientific Studies and Research   

•Population surveys of wild raptors and quarry species

•Sentinel function  

•Captive breeding

•Wild Raptor Management Programs  

•Veterinary aspects of Raptors and Rehabilitation  

•Involvement in the formulation and review of relevant 

Policies, Regulations and Legislation  

•Involvement in land and prey species management   

•Education and outreach – influence on the public, and land 



Conservation through Sustainable Use

•Moving from “protect and reserve” to “incentive driven 

conservation”

•Falconers legal use of wild-harvested raptors for falconry  

contributes to elements of Biological Diversity 

• practicing Falconry and making sustainable use of wild 

raptors, wild quarry and of the natural environment, 

falconers contribute to the conservation of these elements

“Sustainable use is a valuable tool to promote conservation of biological 

diversity, since in many instances it provides incentives for conservation and 

restoration because of the social, cultural and economic benefits that 

people derive from that use. In turn, sustainable use cannot be achieved 

without effective conservation measures.”

-- Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines, published in 2004 







THANK YOU !


